
Library Notes and News. 157

Mr. Fortescue was perhaps somewhat too rigid a purist, and his slight
alterations in the present volume are very practical and convenient.

To notice a few headings which may be specially interesting to
-our readers, we find that under BIBLIOGRAPHY there are some seventy
entries, divided into General Treatises, Bibliographies of Bibliography,
Catalogues of Selected Works, i.e., guides to reading, and Lists of
Incunabula and Rare and Curious Books. Cross-references are given
at the end of the heading to Anonyms, Block-books, Book-plates,
Book-selling, Libraries and Typography. Under LIBRARIES the entries
number about a hundred, about forty of which deal with Library Manage-
ment, and the rest with Accounts and Reports of Libraries, both at home
and abroad. Under MANUSCRIPTS it is rather surprising to find nearly
a hundred entries of special catalogues and descriptions. Under TYPO-
GRAPHY there are about five-and-twenty technical treatises on the art of
printing, and about twice as many works on its history. All these
subjects are comparatively small ones, and the numbers which we have
recorded give some idea alike of the activity of book-production, of the
rate at which the Museum increases its treasures from one lustrum to

.another, and of the usefulness of Mr. Fortescue's laborious compilation.

Messrs. Cross and Jackman, of Canterbury, have lately published a
small pamphlet entitled " A Short Account of the Records of Canter-
bury," compiled by Mr. Henry R. Plomer, from the " Reports" of the
Historical Manuscripts Commissioners and other sources. Its aim is to
supply visitors to the city with a brief description of the various collec-
tions of Canterbury Manuscripts, the local guide books furnishing little
or no information on the subject.

Xlbraig "Notes and mews.
Tlie Editor earnestly requests that librarians and others will send to

htm early and accurate information as to all local Library doings. TAe
.briefest record of facts and dates is all that is required.

In course of time "Library Notes and News" will become of the
utmost value to the historian of the Public Library movement', and it is
therefore of the higltest importance that every paragraph should be
vouched for by local knowledge. Brief written •paragraphs are better
tlian newspaper cuttings.

ARLECDON AND FRIZINGTON.—On 30th May, Mrs. Dixon formally
opened the new Free Library. There are 1,100 vols., and Mr. Wilson
Johnston is librarian.

BOOTLE.—The fifth season's free lectures have just come to a suc-
successful close. The annual report just presented to the Committee
shows an increase of more than 9,000 issues on the year, March, 1891,
to March, 1893. The children's department in the Library is a great
and growing success. The year's income amounted to more than £2,140;
£400 of this derived from the residue under the Local Taxation (Customs
and Excise) Act The book purchases have been more than double
those of the previous year, though the average cost was high, owing
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to the excellent quality of the literature provided, and the large accession
of technical books. The Committee now require their junior assistant
to pass the preliminary examination of the Library Association within
two years of his engagement; and they have agreed upon a scale of
annually increasing wages for each member of the staff.

BRECHIN.—A circular with a sketch of the library building has been
issued asking " all persons connected with the ' Ancient City,' both at
home and abroad, to help."

COLCHESTER.—On March 14th, a meeting was held in the schoolroom,
Mile End, in connection with the opening of the Mile End branch of the
Colchester Public Library. The comfortable and well furnished reading-
room is situated in a house close by, and was declared open by Mr.
Brabrook Daniell.

CORK.—On May 6th, the Corporation of Cork carried unanimously w
resolution that id. in the pound be granted for the purposes of a public
library. This would produce about /300. The Public Library Act was.
adopted in 1855, and a School of Art only established.

DUNDEE.—Mr. Martin White has offered to give .£250 for the purpose
of establishing libraries in the Board Schools, provided the Board give an.
equal sum. The School Committee of the Dundee School Board have
expressed the opinion that the ^250 required to meet Mr. White's offer
should be raised outside the Board.

EDINBURGH.—On May 12th, the new S. S. C. Library was opened by
the Lord Justice General of Scotland, the Right Hon. J. P. B. Robertson.

EDINBURGH.—A portrait of Mr. Carnegie, bearing the following label,
has been presented to the Public Library: "Andrew Carnegie. Pre-
sented to the Edinburgh Free Library, by Charles S. Smith, of New York.
Painted by Thomas W. Wood, President National Academy of Design."

ELGIN.—On May 13th, Provost Law opened the Free Public Library,,
established under the Public Libraries Act. The supper room of the
Town Hall has been rented for library purposes; the Library contains
about 4,000 vols. Miss Mitchell, Newspynie, has been appointed
librarian.

ENPIELD.—At a recent poll 1,576 voted in favour of adopting the
Public Libraries Acts and 1,194 against, being a majority in favour of
382 votes.

EXETER.—The portion of the will of the late Mr. Kent-Kingdom re-
lating to his bequest to the Albert Memorial Museum is printed in the
Western Times of February 16, and nearly fills a column. The sum of
.£6,000 is to be spent on building a wing, and with his other bequest,
books are to be bought, " but no theological works or works of fiction, of
any sort or kind, and no newspaper."

HORSHAM.—The residents of this town, the birthplace of Shelley, are
taking steps to celebrate the approaching centenary of the poet's birth.
It is proposed to establish a free public library as a local memorial.

 at T
he U

niversity of B
ritish C

olom
bia L

ibrary on June 20, 2015
http://library.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/


Library Notes and News. 159

INVERURIE.—Mr. Darg has resigned the post of librarian ot the
Public Library, and has been succeeded by Mr. John Beaton, accountant.

LONDON : CAMBERWELL.—The Commissioners of Public Libraries
have announced that they intend to proceed with the erection of a
central library for Camberwell. The site selected is in a very central
position, being on the Peckham roadway, about midway between Church
Street, Cambenvell, and Rye Lane, Peckham.

LONDON : DEPTFORD.—On May 21st, took place the twenty-second
annual meeting of the Library and Club in connection with the works of
Messrs. Braby & Co.

LONDON : ST. GEORGE THE MARTYR.—Steps are being taken to
establish a Public Library in this parish.

LONDON : ST . MARYLEBONE.—The third attempt to secure the adop-
tion of the Libraries Acts in Marylebone has proved unsuccessful, the
result being a great surprise alike to the friends and foes of the move-
ment. There was no organised local opposition, and the Marylebone
Library Association worked hard and well for a successful issue. A
large public meeting was held just before the poll, at the Polytechnic,
when the Duke of Fife was in the chair, supported by the Rt. Hon.
G. J. Goschen, Sir John Lubbock, Mr. F. Seager Hunt, M.P., Mr. J. R.
Diggle (Chairman of the London School Board), Sir J. Carmichael, Bart.,
Sir Andrew Clarke, Mr. Frank Debenham, Aid. L.C.C., Mr. Quintin
Hogg, Aid. L.C.C., the Rev. Canon Barker, any many other persons of
light and leading in the district. Active organised opposition was con-
fined to the " Liberty and Property Defence League," which flooded the
parish with its misleading public library leaflet. As a compromise
with local opponents the requisition stated that the amount of the rate
should be left to the option of the voters, and there is not the slightest
doubt that the complications thus involved tended to defeat the Library
scheme. The result of the poll was:—For the Acts, 2,950. Against, 3,830.
Majority against, 880. 343 voted for Jd. or }d. rate, but as they did not
sign for the adoption of the Act as well, their votes were disqualified.
1,200 votes were spoilt in other ways, and nearly 9,000 papers were not
delivered, not called for, or returned blank. The moral of this poll is—
make the issue as simple as possible, and never bewilder the voter with
alternatives. The poll was so unsatisfactory in so many ways that a
strenuous effort will be made to keep the libraries open until another
poll can be taken next year. Mr. Andrew Carnegie has given ^100 to
the Library funds.

LONDON : PADDINGTON.—Mr. F. D. Mocatta, who has always taken
a warm interest in this Free Library (supported by voluntary contribu-
tions), has just contributed a further sum of ,£40 to its funds. It
would be well for the library if it* had a few more supporters like Mr.
Mocatta.

LONDON : WHITECHAPEL.—On May 9th, a part of the Free Public
Library was opened to the public.

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.—At a recent meeting of the Public Libraries
Committee a report was presented from the sub-committee for apportion-
ing the money received from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, under the
Customs and Excise Act. The grant is not so large as last year, but,

 at T
he U

niversity of B
ritish C

olom
bia L

ibrary on June 20, 2015
http://library.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/


160 The Library.

added to the balance kept in hand, the total amount is greater this year.
^150 is to be intrusted to the Free Library for the purchase of books on
technical subjects. These volumes will be kept in the reference depart-
ment, and will be separately catalogued.

PLYMOUTH.—The Mayor of Plymouth (Mr. F. W. Harris) on Feb-
ruary 29th, opened a reading room at the Cattedown Board School,
granted for the use of the Free Library Committee, and which will be
open each evening from 6.30 to 10 o'clock.

PORTSMOUTH.—An interesting article on "Our Public Library1'
appears in the Hampshire Post of March 4.

WALTHAMSTOW.—The High Sheriff of Essex, Mr. T. Courtenay
Warner, has offered to give a site for the purposes of a Free Library at
Walthamstow, and to contribute .£300 towards the building fund.

WALTON-ON-THE-HILL.—At the monthly meeting of the Local Board
on April 7th, the clerk read a letter from the Rev. W. Bathgate, suggest-
ing an effort to provide a park, baths, and public library for Walton.
The Board replied that they did not see their way at present to move in
the matter.

WATERLOO-WITH-SEAFORTH.—A Local Board electron took place
here at the beginning of April. Three of the candidates made a point in
their election addresses, of stating that they considered the time had come
for the establishment of a Free Library. Although quite new men, two
of them were returned, one (Dr. Simpson) at the head of the poll.

XTbe JBoblefan Xlbrarg.
THE Report of the Curators of the Bodleian Library for 1S91 is before

us, and as usual, bears abundant testimony to the activity of the present
administration. The total amount at the disposal of the Curators amoun-
ted to/8,512, of which about .£2,000 was expended on the purchase of
books and manuscripts. The number of items (a word for which we
have no love) acquired by the Library during its past year is shown as
follows :—

(1) By gift or exchange 18,724
(2) Under the Copyright Act 34,°35
(3) New Purchases 5,565
(4) Second-hand purchases 950

Total 59,274

The principal purchase of the year is a volume of Anglo-Saxon
Charters of the 10th and n th century, many of them relating to
Crediton in Devonshire, then a bishop's see. This collection was bought
for £220 ios., "which is believed to be the highest sum ever paid by the
Bodleian for a single volume, manuscript or printed." A selection of the
Charters, it is stated, will be published in Anecdola Oxoniensia by Pro-
fessor Napier and Mr. W. H. Stevenson, who advised the Curators on
the purchase. Another important acquisition (bought for £47 ios.) is a
Latin Commentary on the Pentateuch, written in the 8th century, and " of
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